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The prophet Job asks a desperate question, “If a man dies will he live again” (Job 14:14)? At some time every one of us must face the question which Job faced. It is the answer to this question that I have been asked to speak on this Easter Sunday. 

The last time I gave a talk at this pulpit; I stood above the body of by beloved daughter Brenna to deliver one of my most difficult talks.
In the days following my daughter’s death, I have contemplated Job’s question over and over again. I have been taught all my life that we do live again after we die. But when someone very close to you dies, “the power of the grave” (Psalm 49:15) and “him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrew 2:14) become very real and seem victorious. Gordon B. Hinckley has said that it is a devastating, consuming thing to lose someone you love. It gnaws at your soul. He was right. Brenna was one of my greatest joys, now her passing is one of my greatest sorrows. As powerful as is this force that promotes death in all living things, there is a counteracting power that emanates from the Atonement.

The Atonement is infinite in its blessing powers and one such blessing is the resurrection. Some have wondered if the resurrection was a part of the Atonement and in a more expanded and more complete sense, the Atonement was not only Christ’s suffering in the Garden and on the cross, but likewise his exercise of the power necessary to resurrect us. It is this physical aspect of the Atonement, the resurrection, which I wish to explore.

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, two disciples were on there way to a village called Emmaus. As they traveled, “they talked together of all these things which had happened.” As they talked, “Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.” But the two disciples did not recognize the resurrected Savior. Jesus said unto them, “What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?” One of the disciples answering said, “art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass therein these days?” And Jesus said unto them, “What things?” And the disciples said unto him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth…And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death; and have crucified him…But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, today is the third day since these things were done…and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher; And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angles, which said that he was alive.” Then the savior replied, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.” Jesus continued to expound “unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” As he met with them, “he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.” At this point, the eyes of the disciples “were opened, and they knew him.” Jesus then vanished from their sight. The disciples then said to one to another, “Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?” (Luke 24: 13-35)
Shortly after Brenna’s death as I was driving home from work, I reflected upon the things that had just transpired in my life. I guess you can say that I was on my own road to Emmaus. As I was feeling sad at the loss of my daughter, my thoughts were directed towards the Savior and His Atonement and Resurrection. It was as if the Savior himself was calling me a fool for not believing all the truths I learned in the scriptures. As I continued to ponder on the Savior and his mission, my heart began to burn within. At that moment, I came to know more strongly that because of the life and eternal sacrifice of the Savior of the world, that all would rise from the grave and that “death is swallowed up in victory”. And on that day I will once again hold in my arms my beloved Brenna.
Now, there is not a moment that goes by where I don’t mourn the loss of my daughter. But because of the Resurrection, Joseph Smith said, that “we do not mourn as those without hope.” Brigham Young added, “But could we have knowledge and see into eternity, if we were perfectly free from the weakness, blindness, and lethargy with which we are clothed in the flesh, we should have no disposition to weep or mourn (DBY, 370). All of us can become renewed and strengthened by the blessings of the Resurrection. The sons of Mosiah demonstrated this courage. Their conviction of the future resurrection of Jesus gave them courage to face death with no fear. The scriptures record, “They never did look upon death with any degree of terror, for their hope and views of Christ and the resurrection; therefore, death was swallowed up to them by the victory of Christ over it” (Alma 27:28). 
So what is the doctrine of the Resurrection? Let us expound on what the prophets and scriptures have said concerning it that we to might be touched by the spirit and have our hearts burn within us.
From Jacob, the brother of Nephi, we learn that an infinite atonement was required, “For as death hath passed upon all men, to fulfill the merciful plan of the great Creator, there must needs be a power of resurrection…and because man became fallen they were cut off from the presence of the Lord. Wherefore, it must needs be an infinite atonement—save it should be an infinite atonement this corruption could not put on incorruption” (Jacob 9:6-7).  Jacob explains that it “behooveth the great Creator that he suffereth himself to become subject unto man in the flesh, and die for all men, that all men might become subject unto him” (Jacob 9:5). The demands of justice required that the great Jehovah, creator of worlds without number, infinite in virtue and power, trade his heavenly throne to inherit a manger. To exchange the glory he had with His Father, for taunting, mocking, humiliation, and subjection. It was a trade of unparalleled dimension, a condescension of incredible proportions, a descent of incalculable depth. (Tad R. Callister)
We learn that the Resurrection is a demonstration of divine power. The Savior had power to lay down his own life and the “power to take it again” (John 10:18). He is “the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25). The scriptures make it clear that he “will also raise up us by his own power” (1 Corinthians 6:14).

We know what the Resurrection is—the reuniting of the spirit and body in its perfect form (Alma 11:43).
President Spencer W. Kimball said, “I am sure that if we can imagine ourselves at our very best, physically, mentally, spiritually, that is the way we will come back.” The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. Kimball (1982), 45.
When we are resurrected, “this mortal body is raised to an immortal body. . . . [We] can die no more.” (Alma 11:45) 
As to the question, who will be resurrected? We learn that everyone who has had a mortal body will be resurrected. The Apostle Paul taught “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).
We also learn from Paul, that Jesus was resurrected and became “the first fruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20). And following His resurrection, the scriptures tell us that both in Jerusalem and in the Americas, the “graves were opened” (Matthew 17:52) and “many saints did arise and appear unto many” (3 Nephi 23:11).
In the words of Hosea we read “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction” (Hosea 13:14). Isn’t ironic that in the eternal sense, there really is no death but only life and the only thing that dies is death itself.
Joseph Smith explained that…

“All your losses will be made up to you in the resurrection provided you continue faithful. By the vision of the Almighty I have seen it.

More painful to me are the thoughts of annihilation than death. If I have no expectation of seeing my father, mother, brothers, sisters and friends again, my heart would burst in a moment, and I should go down to my grave.

The expectation of seeing my friends in the morning of the resurrection cheers my soul and makes me bear up against the evils of life. It is like their taking a long journey, and on their return we meet them with increased joy.

God has revealed His Son from the heavens and the doctrine of the resurrection also; and we have a knowledge that those we bury here God will bring up again, clothed upon and quickened by the Spirit of the great God.”

We learn that there were many firsthand accounts of the Savior’s resurrection. One of the most profound accounts is the resurrected Savior’s first appearance to the Nephites.
“And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto them saying:

Arise and come forth unto me, that ye may thrust your hands into my side, and also that ye may feel the prints of the nails in my hands and in my feet, that ye may know that I am the God of Israel, and the God of the whole earth, and have been slain for the sins of the world.

And it came to pass that the multitude went forth, and thrust their hands into his side, and did feel the prints of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this they did do, going forth one by one until they had all gone forth, and did see with their eyes and did feel with their hands, and did know of a surety and did bear record, that it was he, of whom it was written by the prophets, that should come” (3 Nephi 11:13-15).

So back to the question “If a man dies will he live again” (Job 14:14)? It was this same Job who prophetically declared concerning the resurrected Master, “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:25-26).

In conclusion, I would like to read some lines of a hymn that was sung at the funeral of Gordon B. Hinckley, which was penned by him many years ago.

What is this thing that men call death, 
This quiet passing in the night? 
’Tis not the end, but genesis 
Of better worlds and greater light. 

O God, touch Thou my aching heart, 
And calm my troubled, haunting fears. 
Let hope and faith, transcendent, pure, 
Give strength and peace beyond my tears. 

There is no death, but only change 
With recompense for victory won; 
The gift of Him who loved all men, 
The Son of God, the Holy One. 

I say these things in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

