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Prophet Joseph Smith pondering on the subject of death had this to say…

I have meditated upon the subject, and asked the question, why it is that infants, innocent children, are taken away from us, especially those that seem to be the most intelligent and interesting. . . . The Lord takes many away, even in infancy, that they may escape the envy of man, and the sorrows and evils of this present world; they were too pure, too lovely, to live on earth; therefore, if rightly considered, instead of mourning we have reason to rejoice as they are delivered from evil, and we shall soon have them again. (Joseph Smith, History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 7 vols. 4:553) 
The only difference between the old and young dying is, one lives longer in heaven and eternal light and glory than the other, and is freed a little sooner from this miserable, wicked world. Notwithstanding all this glory, we for a moment lose sight of it, and mourn the loss, but we do not mourn as those without hope. . . . (Joseph Smith, Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, edited by Larry E. Dahl and Donald Q.Cannon )

D&C 42:44
 “And it shall come to pass that those that die in me shall not taste of death, for it shall be sweet unto them” (D&C 42:44).
Alma 40
11 Now, concerning the state of the soul between death and the resurrection--Behold, it has been made known unto me by an angel, that the spirits of all men, as soon as they are departed from this mortal body, yea, the spirits of all men, whether they be good or evil, are taken home to that God who gave them life.
 12 And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of those who are righteous are received into a state of happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care, and sorrow.

Where is the Spirit World?

Joseph Smith taught that “The spirits of the just are exalted to a greater and more glorious work: hence they are blessed in their departure to the world of spirits. Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not far from us and know and understand our thoughts, feelings, and emotions, and are often pained therewith” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p 326).
Other latter-day prophets have made similar statements. President Ezra Taft Benson said: “Sometimes the veil between this life and the life beyond becomes very thin. Our loved ones who have passed on are not far from us” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1971, p. 18; or Ensign, June 1971, p. 33). President Brigham Young said: “Where is the spirit world? It is right here” (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 376).

What are spirits like? What are they capable of?

Spirit beings have the same bodily form as mortals except that the spirit body is in perfect form (see Ether 3:16). Spirits carry with them from earth their attitudes of devotion or antagonism toward things of righteousness (see Alma 34:34). They have the same appetites and desires that they had when they lived on earth. All spirits are in adult form. They were adults before their mortal existence, and they are in adult form after death, even if they die as infants or children (see Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, p. 455).

Brigham Young speaking of the increased capacity of spirits taught…”They move with ease and like lightning. If we want to visit Jerusalem, or this, that, or the other place—and I presume we will be permitted if we desire—there we are, looking at its streets…If we wish to understand how they are living here on these western islands, or in China, we are there…As quickly as the spirit is unlocked from this house of clay, it is free to travel with lightning speed to any planet, or fixed star, or to the uttermost part of the earth, or to the depths of the sea, according to the will of Him who dictates…If we want to behold Jerusalem as it was in the days of the Savior; or if we want to see the Garden of Eden as it was when created, there we are; and we see it as it existed spiritually, for it was created first spiritually and then temporally, and spiritually it still remains. And when there we may behold the earth as at the dawn of creation, or we may visit any city we please that exists upon its surface.”
Moses, for example, “beheld the world and the ends thereof, and all the children of men which are, and which were created,” and bore witness that he saw with his own eyes, “but not my natural, but my spiritual eyes, for my natural eyes could not have beheld…”

Concerning the Spirit’s ability to learn, Orson Pratt taught that…”knowledge will rush in from all quarters; it will come in like the light which flows from the sun, penetrating every part, informing the spirit, and giving understanding concerning ten thousand things at the same time; and the mind will be capable of receiving and retaining all…”

How happy I am for Brenna who was a prisoner to her mortal body and loved to go places and learn.
How do we find peace?
John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Find peace in the Savior

Tad R. Callister (Condescension)
The Savior’s descent to humanity was personally announced by the Savior to Nephi on that first “Christmas Eve”: “Behold, the time is at hand…on the morrow come I into the world” (3 Nephi 1:13). Oh, the magnitude of that sacrifice, that condescension! That night, God the Son traded his heavenly home with all its celestial adornments for a mortal abode with all its primitive trappings. He, “the King of heaven” (Alma 5:50), “the Lord Omnipotent who reigneth”(Mosiah 3:5), left a throne to inherit a manger. He exchanged the dominion of a god for the dependence of a babe. He gave up wealth, power, dominion, and the fullness of his glory—for what?—for taunting, mocking, humiliation, and subjection. It was a trade of unparalleled dimension, a condescension of incredible proportions, a descent of incalculable depth, And so the great Jehovah, creator of worlds without number, infinite in virtue and power, made  his entry into this world in swaddling clothes and manger.

Tad R. Callister (The Final Week)
The final week of the Savior’s mortal ministry had arrived. For four thousand years prophets had preached and prophesied of the events that would culminate in the particular week. All events in history, memorable as they had been or would yet be, paled in comparison to this moment. This was the focal point of all history.
He who had created worlds with out number was about to enter a quiet, secluded garden, a humble plot of ground in his vast cosmic universe.
Bruce R. McConkie (Gethsemane)

We do not know we cannot tell, no mortal mind can conceive the full import of what Christ did in Gethsemane. We know he sweat great gouts of blood from every pore as he drained the dregs of that bitter cup his father had given him. We know he suffered both body and spirit more than it is possible for man to suffer except it be unto death. We know that in some way incomprehensible to us, his suffering satisfied the demands of justice. Ransoms penitent souls from the pains and penalties of sin and made mercy available to those who believe on his holy name.

Bruce R. McConkie (Resurrection)

Then in a way incomprehensible to us he took up that body which had not yet seen corruption, and rose in that glorious immortality which made him like his resurrected Father. He then received all power in Heaven and on Earth, obtained Eternal Exaltation, appeared to Mary Magdalene and many others and ascended into Heaven. There to sit down on the right hand of God the Father almighty there to reign forever in eternal glory.

His rising from death on the third day Crowned the Atonement. Again in some way incomprehensible to us the affects of his Resurrection pass upon all men so that all shall rise from the grave.

Tad R. Callister (Power of the Resurrection)
The Savior had power to lay down his own life and the “power to take it again” (John 10:18). He is “the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25). The scriptures make it clear that he “will also raise up us by his own power” (1 Corinthians 6:14) and the wile the body “is sown in weakness; it is raised in power” (1 Corinthians 15:43). The resurrection is an act of mighty power. Jacob referred to it as “the power of the resurrection  which is in Christ” (Jacob 4:11 see also 2Nephi 10:25). Alma spoke of “the resurrection of the dead…which was to be brought to pass through the power…of Christ” (Mosiah 18:2). Alma the Younger spoke of death as that sleep from which “all men shall be awakened by the  power of God” (Mormon 9:13).
Again and again the scriptures reveal the remedy for death. It is the divine power of resurrection. Jesus Christ broke the bands of death for all men and by so doing overcame physical death for all. Abinadi confirmed this truth: “The grave hath no victory, and the sting of death is swallowed up in Christ” (Mosiah 16:8).
The Family: A Proclamation to the World

We, the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, solemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God and that the family is central to the Creator's plan for the eternal destiny of His children.
All human beings—male and female—are created in the image of God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter of heavenly parents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and destiny.
In the premortal realm, spirit sons and daughters knew and worshiped God as their Eternal Father and accepted His plan by which His children could obtain a physical body and gain earthly experience to progress toward perfection and ultimately realize his or her divine destiny as an heir of eternal life. The divine plan of happiness enables family relationships to be perpetuated beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants available in holy temples make it possible for individuals to return to the presence of God and for families to be united eternally.
Final Thoughts

In our home their hangs a sign about our family picture and over our name that reads “Real love stories never have endings”. Brenna is still a very important member of our family. Our family is an eternal family.
Joseph Smith said…”I have a father, brothers, children, and friends who have gone to a world of spirits. They are only absent for a moment. They are in the spirit, and we shall soon meet again….When we depart, we shall hail our mothers, fathers, friends, and all whom we love, who have fallen asleep in Jesus…it will be an eternity of felicity.”
I look forward to the day when I will be able to embrace my daughter Brenna. How awesome that reunion will be!

I say these things in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

